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Lower Darwen Primary School
Geography Policy 
Intent
[bookmark: _GoBack]We provide a broad, balanced and creative geography curriculum that meets the needs of all children across our school.  By the end of KS2, pupils will have an in depth understanding of where they live, its impact within the United Kingdom and the wider world. Children learn about how human actions have affected the planet and its future trajectory. Geography in the spring term is linked to sustainability – particularly the outcomes of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP).  Children develop their geographical skills using mapwork, fieldwork and applying their knowledge to solve real world problems. At LDPS, children are given the opportunity to explore the world through a geographical lens and be lost in wonder at the beautiful world we live in. This is achieved using our ‘3Cs’ approach – creation, community and compassion alongside our curriculum toolkits.  
As children move through EYFS, KS1 and KS2 we want them to: 
• Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes; 
• Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time. 
We want children to be competent in the geographical skills needed to: 
• Collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes; 
• Interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS); 
• Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.
Implementation 
Geography at Lower Darwen Primary School is taught on a termly basis as a discrete subject area so that children achieve depth in their learning. The key knowledge and skills that children acquire and develop throughout each block have been mapped to ensure progression between year groups throughout the school. At the beginning of each new Geography unit, teachers make links to previously acquired knowledge and skills including map skills and locational knowledge. Each topic is introduced with reference to the chronology of previous topics (including those from previous years). The Geography curriculum is designed to ensure appropriate diversity in the countries, cities and cultures that children learn about. Teachers cater for the varying needs of all learners, differentiating activities where necessary and as appropriate, and ensuring an appropriate level of challenge. Where appropriate we use Geographical resources, visitors, workshops and trips to excite and intrigue our children to find out more about the world around them. 
We use our own bespoke curriculum toolkits to ensure that the teaching sequence of geography is consistent across school:
Lesson 1 – overview/’hook for learning’
Lesson 2 – mapwork
Lesson 3 – physical geography (Creation)
Lesson 4 – human geography (Community)
Lesson 5 – solving a real-world problem (Compassion)
Impact
Through the high quality first teaching of geography taking place we will see the impact of the subject in different ways. Through pupil voice, children will be able to talk about the skills and knowledge they have acquired. Children will be engaged in geography lessons and want to find out more. Pupils’ work will show coverage in line with National Curriculum. The school environment will be geography rich through displays, resources and vocabulary. Assessments and monitoring will show standards in geography will be high and will match standards in other subject areas.
SEND, Pupil Premium and Greater Depth 
At Lower Darwen Primary School, we believe that every child can achieve, and every child should be challenged to achieve their potential. All children will receive quality first teaching. Activities should be carefully planned by the class teacher and be differentiated where appropriate for children with SEN and equally more able and Gifted and Talented children. All resources/materials have been reviewed in line with understanding of protected characteristics. Pupils will be encouraged to value social and cultural diversity through geographical experiences. They will listen to, and participate in, a variety of experiences in a positive and constructive way. We recognise that in all classes, children have a wide range of geographical ability, and so we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways: - use of technology, setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; - setting tasks of increasing difficulty; - grouping children in mixed ability groups; - providing resources of different complexity, depending on the ability of the child; - use of adults to support the work of individuals or groups of children.
Assessment 
Pre assessment is used at the start of each unit to identify previous learning before the first lesson is taught. Children are given tasks linked to the knowledge and skills laid out in the school’s progression maps and they are assessed against these. Assessment opportunities are clearly signposted in the curriculum toolkits to support reducing teacher workload. At the end of each term, teacher’s judge children against these criteria using Target Tracker. This data is then analysed by the geography subject leader.
Classroom Environment 
In all classrooms, the celebration of geography should be clearly evident. This should be up to date with the latest focus, complete with examples of children’s learning as well as the subject specific vocabulary being taught. Displays should have a balance of informative, celebratory and interactive elements. Classrooms and the corridors should have engaging geography displays, reflecting what is being taught including the ‘We Are Proud Geographers’ in the hall.
Home School Links 
At Lower Darwen Primary School, we believe that parental support is vital to aid the progress of the children. We aim to involve our parents in geography as much as possible through: 
• Parents’ evenings; 
• A clear overview of geography within the class half termly plan
 • Exhibitions and celebration to showcase children’s work;
 • Use of LBQ for homework; 
• Sharing of assessment data and next steps in learning.
Leadership and Management 
The coordination and planning of the geography curriculum are the responsibility of the subject leader, the curriculum lead practitioner and the curriculum leader who also: 
- keep colleagues and school governors informed about developments in geography and provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject; 
- discusses progress with the Head Teacher and evaluate strengths and weaknesses in geography; 
- review the success of the Lower Darwen Primary School geography curriculum and review evidence of children’s work.
The English Curriculum
The outstanding teaching of our geography curriculum results in the improvement and development of the English curriculum. This is done by making explicit links to subject specific vocabulary, reading for please and writing for purpose in our curriculum toolkits.
Monitoring and Evaluating 
The quality of teaching and learning is monitored as part of the appraisal process through lesson observations and the progress and attainment document. Progression across the school is monitored by the subject leader. The subject action plans and advisors identify actions to raise standards. The subject leader will also provide an annual summary report to the Headteacher and governors. This will evaluate the success and areas for development. A named member of the governors is allocated to Teaching and Learning. The Link governor will meet at least every term to discuss, monitor and evaluate current provision.
Elliot Reid Subject Lead 
Updated: September 2022
Next Updated: September 2023









Year 1
	Term and topic
	Purpose/focus


	Autumn
The Great Outdoors: Fieldwork in the school grounds

	In this theme children will learn simple fieldwork skills, including observation and recording, to study the geography of their school and its grounds. They might also investigate the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment, i.e. the housing estate, village, or part of the town in which the school is located etc. They will consider similarities and differences between their own school’s environment and others.


	Spring
Family Album: UK Countries & capital cities

	In this unit children (begin to) learn to name, locate and identify the characteristics of the four countries of the United Kingdom (England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland) as well as their capital cities (London, Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast) and its surrounding seas (North Sea, English Channel, Irish Sea and St George’s Channel.) 


	Summer
Penguins, Possums & Pigs: 
Hot & cold places of the Earth
	This unit aims to help children to think geographically and to equip them with some knowledge about continents, oceans, hot and cold places of the world and how these are different from the UK.  (7 continents and 5 oceans).













Year 2

	Term and topic
	Purpose/focus

	Autumn
Wind in the Willows: Seasonal & daily weather
It is likely that children will consider seasonal changes over the course of the whole year or KS







	In this theme, children will learn about seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom. They will observe and record weather conditions and start to consider how these affect human activity. The activities described are transferable to the season in which the term falls.
During the summer term, children will be thinking about what happens during the season of summer, what the weather is like in summer including what happens to the length of the day, and what happens to plants and animals. Children will make links to learning in science and previous work on hot and cold places of the world in Year One.


	Spring
The Place where I live (and play!): Small area in the UK

	(The area surrounding the school)
The purpose of this unit is for children to consider where they live, play and have fun and what these places are like. 
Which are built places e.g. recreation grounds, swimming pool and which are natural places e.g. woods, beach or fields? Do they have a garden or other outside space at their home? Where in the school grounds do they play? Where do they go to play at the weekends or on holiday?


	Summer
Explorers: Small area in a contrasting area in a non-European country  

	In this theme, children will learn about a small area within a contrasting non-European country. It is likely to be an area similar in size to the children’s own town or village. It could be a small area in Australia, Africa or Asia but preferably not North or South America as these are covered in KS2. The chosen area might be a place with which some of the children have links; or a place familiar to the teacher.

Although exploring a small area in detail, the children still need to be aware of its broader geographical context, such as the country/continent in which it is located. Children will explore similarities and differences between the small area being studied and areas with which they are more familiar. (This builds on the knowledge, skills and understanding from the previous Year Two theme - The Place Where I Live).
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