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[bookmark: _GoBack]At Lower Darwen Primary School children are provided with high quality learning opportunities so that every child attains and achieves all that they are able to. Everyone in our school is important and included. We promote and ethos of care and trust where every member of our school community feels that they truly belong and are valued. We work hard to ensure that there are no invisible children here, recognising everyone’s uniqueness and success. We recognise learning in all of its forms and are committed to nurturing lifelong learners. We are a safe school, committed to improving children’s confidence and self-esteem. We know that safe and happy children achieve. 
This Accessibility Plan has been written in compliance with current legislation and requirements as specified in Schedule 10, relating to Disability, of the Equality Act 2010. School Governors are accountable for ensuring the implementation, review and reporting of progress of the Accessibility Plan over a prescribed period of time. 
The Equality Act 2010, replaced all existing equality legislation, including the Disability Discrimination Act. The effect of the law is the same as in the past, meaning that, “schools cannot unlawfully discriminate against pupils because of sex, race, disability or religion or belief and sexual orientation.” 
According to the Equality Act 2010, a person has a disability if:
(a) He or she has a physical or mental impairment, and 
(b) The impairment has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his or her ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/section/6
The Accessibility Plan is structured to complement and support the school’s Equality Objectives, and will similarly be published on our school website. 

Objectives:
Lower Darwen Primary School is committed to providing an environment that enables full curriculum access that values and includes all pupils, staff, parents and visitors regardless of their education, physical, sensory, social, spiritual, emotional and cultural needs. We are committed to taking positive action in the spirit of the Equality Act 2010, with regard to disability and to developing a culture of inclusion, support and awareness within the school. 
The school recognises and values parent’s knowledge of their child’s disability and its effect on their ability to carry out everyday activities and respect the parent’s and child’s right to confidentiality. 
Lower Darwen Primary School’s Accessibility Plan show how access is to be improved for disabled pupils, staff and visitors to the school, within a given time frame and anticipating the need to make reasonable adjustments to accommodate their needs where practical. 
Lower Darwen Primary School’s Accessibility Plan related to the key aspects of physical environment, curriculum and written information. 
Whole school training will recognise the need to continue raising awareness for staff and governors on equality issues with reference to the Equality Act, 2010. 
This Accessibility Plan should be read in conjunction with the following school policies, strategies and documents:
· Behaviour Policy
· Curriculum Guidance
· Health and Safety Policy
· School Improvement Plan
· Special Educational Needs Policy
The Accessibility Plan for physical accessibility relates to the Access Audit of the School, which remains the responsibility of the governing body. It may not be feasible to undertake all of the works during the life of this accessibility plan and therefore some items will role forward into subsequent plans. An Accessibility audit will be completed by the school prior to the end of each period covering this plan in order to inform the development of a new Accessibility Plan for the ongoing period. An additional accessibility audit will be completed for any children with a physical impairment. 
The terms of reference for all governors committees will include the need to consider Equality and Diversity issues as required by the Equality Act 2010. 
The Accessibility Plan will be published on the Lower Darwen Primary School website. 
The Accessibility Plan will be monitored through the Governor Resource Committee. 
The Accessibility Plan may be monitored by Ofsted during inspection processes in relation to Schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010. 












Lower Darwen Primary School – Accessibility Plan. 
Improving the Physical Access at Lower Darwen Primary School.
An Access Audit is carried out on a monthly basis by Mrs Addy and Mr Henderson. The items below are key features of their weekly walk rounds. 
	Item:
	Activity:
	Time frame:
	Cost £:

	Accessible car parking. 
	Bays are assigned. 
	On-going. 
	

	Accessible toilet.
	Three accessible toilets are located around school (EYFS, KS1 and upstairs). 
	On-going.
	

	Light switches, power outlets and emergency alarm buttons. 
	All are installed and serviced on a regular basis. 
	On-going. 
	

	Disabled lift.
	Lift is installed and serviced on an annual basis. 
	On-going. 
	

	Adapted wash basins to be wheelchair height with space under for wheelchair to allow user to get close to the wash basin.
	Available in the Accessible toilets. 
	On-going. 
	

	Evac. chair.
	Serviced annually by the service provider. 
	On-going. 
	

	Special equipment / facilities are provided for disabled and deaf children. 
	Inclusion support (LA) for equipment requirements, e.g. hearing aids / Touchscreen microphones / Roger Receivers. 
	On-going. 
	All access needs of disabled pupils and deaf pupils in and outside of the classroom are met.

	Fire evacuation procedures. 
	Light alarm for deaf / visually impaired pupils. 
	On-going. 
	























Improving the Curriculum Access at Lower Darwen Primary School.
	Target:
	Strategy:
	Outcome:
	Time frame:
	Achievement:

	Training for teachers and TAs where appropriate on differentiating the curriculum.
	Undertake an audit of staff training requirements.  
	All teachers are able to more fully meet the requirements of disabled children’s needs with regards to accessing the curriculum. 
	On-going. 
	Increase in access to the National Curriculum. 

	Training for teachers on differentiating the curriculum where appropriate. 
	Review the specific needs for pupils living with a disability, in terms of basic daily living skills, relationships and future aspirations. 
	Teachers are aware of the relevant issues and can ensure that this group has equality of access to life-preparation learning. The use of other professional partners has been made available. 
	On-going. 
	

	All out-of-school activities are planned to ensure the participation of the diverse range of pupils. 
	Review all out-of-school provision to ensure compliance with legislation. 
	All out-of-school activities will be conducted in an inclusive environment with providers that comply with all current and future legislative requirements. 
	On-going. 
	Increase in access to all school activities for all disabled pupils. 

	Classrooms are optimally organised to promote the participation and independence of all pupils. 
	Review and implement a preferred layout of furniture and equipment (H.I. rooms include soft furnishings) to support the learning process in individual class bases.
	Lessons start on time without the need to make adjustments to accommodate the needs of individual pupils. 
	On-going. 
	Increase in access to the National Curriculum. 

	Training for Awareness Raising of Disability Issues where appropriate. 
	Provide training for governors, staff, pupils and parents. 
Discuss perception of issues with staff to determine the current status of the school. 
	Whole school community awareness of issues relating to Access. 
	On-going. 
	Society will benefit by a more inclusive school and social environment. 

	Specialist equipment is available to maximise and enhance the learning of disabled and deaf pupils.
	Touchscreen Microphones and Roger Receivers are working and checked daily.
	Children within the H.I. unit have full access to mainstream learning where appropriate. 
	On-going. 
	Greater inclusion for the deaf children across the whole school.

	Awareness training for raising disability needs and issues – Deaf Awareness training.
	H.I. staff to deliver H.I. awareness training annually to staff and on staff induction.
	Whole school awareness of issues related to access arrangements.
	On-going. 
	Improvement in the outcomes for children with a hearing impairment.  
























Improving the Delivery of Written Information at Lower Darwen Primary School.
	Target:
	Strategy:
	Outcome:
	Time frame:
	Achievement:

	Availability of written material in alternative formats. 
	The school will make itself aware of the services available through the L.A. for converting written information into alternative formats.
	The school will be able to provide written information in different formats when required for individual purposes. 
	On-going. 
	Delivery of information to disabled pupils improved. 

	Make available school newsletters and other information for parents in alternative formats. 
	Review all current school publications and promote the availability in different formats for those that require it. 
	All school information available for all. 
	On-going. 
	Delivery of school information to parents and the local community improved. 

	Review documentation with a view of ensuring accessibility for pupils with visual impairments. 
	Get advice from BwD V.I. Team on alternative formats and use of I.T. software to produce customised materials. 
	All school information available for all (including arrangements for assessments / SATs). 
	On-going. 
	Delivery of school information to pupils and parents with visual difficulties improved. 

	Raise the awareness of adults working at and for the school on the importance of good communication systems. 
	Arrange training courses. 
H.I. to deliver training on deaf awareness.
Awareness of visual communication strategies. 
	Awareness of target group raised.
	On-going. 
	School is more effective in meeting the needs of pupils. 

	Documentation available via the school website.
	Delivery of information to pupils and parents. 
	School information available for all. 
	On-going. 
	Delivery of school information to pupils and parents. 

	School communications – to email / class dojo / text parents. 
	Delivery of information to pupils and parents. 
	School information available when required. 
	On-going. 
	Delivery of information to pupils and parents. 
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